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WE SEEK TO BE CHURCHES FILLED WITH GOD'S LOVE,
GIVING IT AWAY TO OTHERS

Saint Mary's and Saint James's are congregations of the Scottish
Episcopal Church, the Scottish part of the worldwide Anglican
Communion, which includes the Churches of England, Ireland, Wales, the
Episcopal Church of the USA, and the Anglican Church of Canada as well
as churches in most countries of the world.

However, even more important than that, we are members of God's family
and all members of that family, from whichever denomination (or none),
are welcome to worship with us. We try to welcome everyone in a non-
judgmental way. Our congregations seek to develop the ministry of
everyone, allowing people to find what God is asking of them and the gifts
that he is giving to them.

The usual Sunday worship times are -

8-30am Early Eucharist in Saint Mary’s
9-30am The Eucharist in Saint James's
11-0am The Eucharist in Saint Mary’s

During term-time, there is Whizz Kids in Saint Mary’s Hall at 11am, with a
creche for younger children. A teenage group meets weekly in the Hall at 9-
30am and alternate Sundays at 7.30pm.

There are celebrations of the Eucharist each Wednesday at 10-Oam at Saint
Mary's and each Thursday at 11-0am at Cantlay Court, Cruden Bay. Other
services as announced in Church. The Sacrament is reserved in both Saint
Mary’s and Saint James’s.

OUR PARISH PRAYER
Father, pour out your Spirit upon us and grant us a new vision of your
glory, a new experience of your power, a new faithfulness to your word
and a new consecration to your service, that your love may grow
among us and your kingdom come: through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen
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The Church of the Nativity, in the heart of Bethlehem
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Rectors Ramblings
The Rector writes:

Back to the Future: Living in anticipation
Happy New Year!

Am | being a bit premature?

Actually the Christian New Year begins on Advent Sunday
which this year was 27th November. Up to Christmas the
Church is in a mood of anticipation. We look forward to
celebrating the birth of Christ. We see how the prophets of
the OId Testament, and John the Baptist foretold the
coming Messiah and we wonder at Mary's acceptance of
Gabriel's message. But it's also a time when we reflect
upon how Christ still comes and will come in the future.

Christmas is a time when many come to church. They
come to sing the well known carols, hear the story and see
the traditional crib, the Nativity scene. But does traditional
equal biblical? Check out the bible stories. Where are the
camels? They were added later as fitting transport for the
Kings (although in the birth narrative of Matthew they are
not kings). Yet try telling this to some folk and you will be
accused of spoiling things (for the children)..

Some even go to Bethlehem, to the very place where Jesus'
birth is remembered. Visitors to Bethlehem enjoy the
experience of the Church of the Nativity but prefer not to
see, I'm told, the huge inequality and deprivations all
around. A recent visitor to Bethlehem wrote of his fear that
Jesus message of peace, social justice, and concern for the
poor has been turned into an aesthetic experience. Is he
spoiling things too?



Both the crib and the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem
should challenge us. At Christmas we celebrate God
coming to be with us; taking upon himself our pain and our
sin and showing us the way, how things should be in God’s
Kingdom. The story of Jesus encourages us to go further.

Advent is a time of anticipation. Jesus lived and taught
anticipation! He calls us back to the future. Back in Jesus
day people did not talk about a future life (heaven) as
somewhere else, because they anticipated a coming day
when the world would be restored, renewed and redeemed
and there would be peace on earth. What Jesus taught,
what all Jewish tradition pointed to, and what Jesus lived in
anticipation of, was the day when earth and heaven would
be one. The day when God's will would be done on earth as
it is now done in heaven. The day when earth and heaven
will be the same place.

Advent reminds us that we need to examine how much our
lives are being lived in anticipation of God’s promised new
Creation. For we should strive for all that will be renewed
in that Day and reject all that will not! All this has
implications for how we treat ourselves, how we treat one
another, how we organize our society and our economy and
how we care for the environment. If we could get all these
things as close to God’s will as possible then we can wish
everyone a happy new year with real conviction.

Yours faithfully
Peter Mander

A moment of meditation .......
“And so it is we acquire the calm of the sailor standing on
the deck. The ship is not still, but he is.”

Pause for Thought:
The King in disguise

King Abdullah, the ruler of Jordan since 1999, has been
known to disguise himself and go out into public places.
His purpose is to talk with ordinary people and find out
what they are thinking, and to check up on civil servants to
see how they are treating his people. He has visited
hospitals and government offices to what kind of service
they are giving.

The king got the idea while in New York. He couldn’t
leave his hotel without being mobbed, so he slipped out in
disguise. It worked, so he tried it at home. He reported that
once this practice was begun, civil servants and hospital
employees started to treat everyone like kings. When Jesus
comes as King, He will judge the nations (Matthew 25:31-
46). He said the basis for that judgment will be how people
treated Him when He was hungry, thirsty, a stranger,
naked, sick, or imprisoned. Those being judged will ask
when they saw Him in these situations, and Jesus will say,
“Inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My
brethren, you did it to Me” (v.40). Because all people are
created in God’s image, and because Jesus by His words
and example taught us that He cares deeply how we treat
others, we should treat all people with kindness and
compassion. Let’s treat them like kings.



Going to Church - or Being Church?

“Church is a community of which we are a part rather than
an event to which we go. Biblically of course, Christians
don't so much go to church as they are church. Sometimes
they are church gathered together and sometimes they are
solitary, scattered as they go about their daily lives, but the
Church is the primary community to which they belong.
Sadly some people do attend local churches as no more
than a regular event on their calender but, properly
understood, a Church is a community to help people
become lifelong disciples of Jesus which is far more than
attending services or staking their claim to faith.

So, what habits of life will shape us as followers of Jesus?
Personal disciplines of prayer and bible reading are vital.
But to sustain them today we also need something
corporate; regular opportunities for mutual encouragement,
support and challenge. In our very individualistic society
we need community if we are to sustain discipleship in our
daily lives. The expression 'one another' appears frequently
in the New Testament, 34 times in Paul's letters alone.

Every church member who is serious about being a
follower of Jesus needs to consider being part of a small,
mutually accountable group, where they are real with one
another about the areas of their lives where discipleship is
hard, and positive in encouraging and praying for one
another.”

So says Bishop Graham Cray. What do you think?

News from Saint James’

Carols by Candlelight
Seeking the Spirit of Christmas?

Come along and celebrate a candlelit Carol and Crib
Service on Sunday 18th December at 6 p.m. at Saint James
Church, Cruden Bay.

Afterwards, enjoy some refreshments and Christmas fare
No charge!

Windows update

December should, at last, see the start of work on replacing
the windows in Saint James church. The necessary
planning permission has taken a little longer than
anticipated. The new double glazed windows, constructed
and installed by local firm Masson and Tait, will not only
restore the appearance of the building but will also help
keep the heat in.

Saint Mary’s Church Flowers
Margaret Kaye writes:

Due to popular demand, | have placed a book in the church.
It is there so that anyone wishing to have a floral
arrangement produced for personal anniversaries etc., can
enter their names against any date in the year — please also
note as to whether you wish to :

a. Produce the arrangement yourself

b. Donate the flowers for the arrangement

c. Donate the cost of the arrangement and it will be

done for you.

Remember that during Lent and Advent we have no
flowers in the church.



Saint Mary’s Freewill Giving 2012

(Envelopes)
Martin Robertson writes:

The Saint Mary’s Freewill Giving Envelopes for the year
2012 will be made available for collection at the rear of the
Church from Sunday 11th December 2011.

Although every effort has been made to maintain your
envelope number, for admin reasons some numbers may
change.

Could anyone who feels unable to collect their envelopes
from the back of the church please let Martin Robertson
know if this is the case.

If you are not yet part of Saint Mary’s Freewill Giving
Scheme and would like to commit to regular giving to Saint
Mary on the Rock then forms to pledge your giving are
available from Martin Robertson. Giving can be by weekly
envelopes or by standing order according to your wishes.

It is also worth remembering that pledges can be updated at
any time, and those who wish to do so can get the
necessary forms from Martin.

If you pay tax then Saint Mary as a charity can
reclaim your tax on your pledges if you have completed a
Gift Aid Declaration Form. This form is also available
from Martin.

Finally, thank you for your generous help and loyalty over
this past year.

RSTETUNION

Christian care for families

Saint Mary’s Ellon Branch

Pam Dench writes:

On behalf of the Mother’s Union may I say a very, very big
thank you to everyone at St Mary’s Ellon, St James Cruden
Bay and those outwith those Church’s for supporting our
Christmas project of providing toiletry bags for the
Grampian Women’s Aid. Thanks to your generosity we
have been able to fill 42 toiletry bags and to give an equal
number of small gifts as Christmas presents. These will be
distributed by the Women’s Aid to those women who sadly
need to seek shelter at one of their centres.

Thanks also come from the helpers themselves at the
Grampian Women’s Aid on behalf of the women and
children who need to access their organisation.  When
these bags and gifts were delivered, the helpers were
absolutely delighted to receive these very welcome gifts
and asked that their thanks be passed on to yourselves.



Mothers' Union
Carole Fox writes:

Our M.U. Branch had a memorable meeting on Ist
November (All Saints Day). Not only did we hear some
marvellous stories about various members' treasured
possessions, but also we celebrated the birthdays of Dorrie
Firmin and Joan McCall (pictured). We then watched the
second half of last year's Prom Praise recorded in the
Albert Hall - and that finished with the AIll Souls'
Orchestra playing "When the saints go marching in" and
"For all the saints" . A very appropriate conclusion to our
meeting!

An Advent Reflection

Mari Mander writes:
What resonates with you most strongly about this picture?

What word, phrase, image, or emotion does this image
trigger in you?

What surprises, excites, or disturbs you about this
representation?

One view explains that the icon does not make clear which
side of the fence Christ is on. Is he imprisoned or are
we? Through our cultural institutions and personal lives we
all place barriers between ourselves and true happiness. We
and our institutions also try to imprison Christ in various
ways, to tame him and the dangerous memories he would
bring us of our goals and ideals.

How does spending time with this icon impact your
understanding of Jesus?



SAINT MARY-ON-THE-ROCK - ELLON
AND
SAINT JAMES’s - CRUDEN BAY

CALENDAR OF SERVICES AND EVENTS:
DECEMBER 2011 & JANUARY 2012

Usual Sunday services are:

8.30am Early Eucharist in Saint Mary’s
9.30am Eucharist in Saint James’
11.00am The Eucharist in Saint Mary’s

Holy Communion is held every Wednesday at 10-0Oam in
Saint Mary’s Hall

and every Thursday at 11-Oam at Sunnybank Nursing
Home — Cruden Bay

Dramatize meets at 6-Opm every Thursday during term
time in Saint Mary’s Hall and

Saint Mary’s Choir meets at 7-30pm every Thursday
during term time in Saint Mary’s Hall also

Book and Traidcraft shop open in Saint Mary’s Hall on
Sundays at 12.15pm and on Wednesdays at 10.45am

Please note that certain services/events may be
subject to change:

Please check with the Weekly Notice Sheet
OR check the website: www.stmarystjames.org.uk
OR Contact the Parish Office on 01358 720366
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IN ADDITION:

Thursday 1st DECEMBER
Usual service

Friday 2nd DECEMBER
10-11.30am  Parent & Toddlers in Saint Mary’s Hall
11.00am Service at Slater Court — Ellon

Saturday 3rd December — Mothers’ Union Advent Quiet Day
10.30-4.00pm  Saint Mary’s Hall - Ellon

Sunday 4th DECEMBER -ADVENT 2
Usual services plus

6.00pm A service of Christian Meditation in Saint
Mary’s Hall — Ellon
7.30pm Saint Mary’s Youth Club meets in the Hall

Tuesday 6th DECEMBER
7.30pm ‘The Coming King’: Session 2: “Our
Understanding of Mary” in Saint Mary’s

Wednesday 7th DECEMBER

Usual service plus

7.30pm “The Coming King’: Session 3: “What John the
Baptist might say to us today” in Saint James’

Thursday 8th DECEMBER
Usual service

Friday 9th DECEMBER

10.00am Parent & Toddler Group in Saint Mary’s Hall
11.00am Service at Modley House - Ellon
2.15pm Service at Sunnybank — Cruden Bay

Sunday 11th DECEMBER - ADVENT 3
Usual services



Monday 12th DECEMBER

11.00am Julian Meeting in the Chapel of Saint Mary’s

Hall

Tuesday 13th DECEMBER

1.45pm Mothers’ Union Carol Service for Resource
Centre in Saint Mary’s

2.30pm Holy Communion in Ythanvale — Ellon

7.30pm ‘The Coming King’: Session 3: “What John the

Baptist might say to us today” in Saint Mary’s

Wednesday 14th DECEMBER - Saint John the Cross
Usual service plus

12noon Saint Mary’s Christmas Lunch Club in the
Hall

7.00pm Saint Mary’s Film Club in the Hall — see
website for details

7.30pm ‘The Coming King’: Session 4: What difference

does being a Christian make to our celebration
of Christmas” in Saint James’

Thursday 15th DECEMBER
Usual service

Friday 16h DECEMBER
10.00am Parent & Toddler Group in Saint Mary’s Hall
10.30am Service at Bonnyton House — Ellon

Saturday 17th — Thoughts for Advent
11.15am Mothers’ Union Hour in Saint Mary’s Hall

Sunday 18th DECEMBER — ADVENT 4

Usual services at the 8-30 & 9-30am Eucharists.

Eucharist with Carols & Nativity at the 11-00am Eucharist in
Saint Mary’s plus

6.00pm Carols by Candlelight in Saint James’
7.30pm Youth Club in Saint Mary’s Hall

Tuesday 20th December

7.30pm ‘The Coming King’: Session 4: What difference
does being a Christian make to our celebration
of Christmas” in Saint Mary’s

Wednesday 21st DECEMBER
Usual service

Thursday 22nd DECEMBER
Usual service

Friday 23rd DECEMBER

10.00am Meiklemill Primary School Christmas service in
Saint Mary’s

1.45pm Ellon Academy Christmas Assembly in Saint
Mary’s

2.15pm Service at Sunnybank — Cruden Bay

Saturday 24th DECEMBER - CHRISTMAS EVE

4.00pm Crib service in Saint Mary’s

10.00pm First Communion of Christmas in Saint
James’

11.30pm Midnight Mass in Saint Mary’s

Sunday 25th DECEMBER — CHRISTMAS DAY

10.00am Family Communion in Saint James’

11.00am Family Communion in Saint Mary’s

Wednesday 28th DECEMBER - Holy Innocents
Usual service

Thursday 29th DECEMBER
Usual service

Friday 30th DECEMBER
11.30am Service in Ythanvale — Ellon



JANUARY 2012

Sunday 1st January -CHRISTMAS 1
Usual services plus

6.00pm A service of Christian Meditation in Saint
Mary’s Hall
Wednesday 4th January

Usual service

Thursday 5th January
Usual service

Friday 6th January
11.00am Service in Slater Court — Ellon

Saturday 7th January
5.00pm Saint James’ New Year’s Party in church

Sunday 8th January —
Usual services

Monday 9th January
11.00am Julian Meeting in the Chapel of Saint Mary’s
Hall

Tuesday 10th January

1.45pm Mothers’ Union Epiphany Eucharist in Saint
Mary’s

2.30pm Holy Communion in Ythanvale — Ellon

Wednesday 11th January
Usual service
12noon Saint Mary’s Lunch Club in the Hall

Thursday 12th January
Usual service

Friday 13th January
10.00am Parent & Toddler Group in Saint Mary’s Hall
2.15pm Service at Sunnybank — Cruden Bay

Sunday 15th January
Usual services

Wednesday 18th January
Usual service

Thursday 19th January
Usual service

Friday 20th January

10.30am Service in Bonnyton House - Ellon
Saturday 21st January
11.15am Mothers’ Union Annual Business Meeting in

Saint Mary’s Hall

Sunday 22nd January
Usual services

Tuesday 24th January
7.00pm Saint James’ Vestry Meeting in Church

Wednesday 25th January
Usual service

Thursday 26th January
Usual service

Friday 27th January

10.00am Parent & Toddler Group in Saint Mary’s Hall
11.30am Service in Ythanvale — Ellon
2.15pm Service in Sunnybank — Cruden Bay
Sunday 29th January
Usual service
Tuesday 31st January
7.30pm Planning & Worship Group meeting in Saint

Mary’s Hall
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Answers to “Prophets of God” Bible Quiz
Bertha Dawson writes:

The vision, including the words “The Lord is good; a
stronghold in the day of trouble” was given to Nahum
(Nahum 1. 7)

Jonah heard these words “go to Nineveh” (Jonah 1. 1, 2)
Daniel was thrust into a den of lions (Daniel 6. 16)

Isaiah answered God’s call with “Here am I, send me”
(Isaiah 6. 8)

Haggai encouraged the builders of the second Temple
(Haggai 2.1-7)

Moses is the prophet whom the Lord knew “face to face”
(Deuteronomy 34. 10)

Elijah was taken up to heaven in a whirlwind (2 Kings 2.
11)

Elisha told Naaman to wash in the river Jordan seven times
(2 Kings 5. 1-10)

Nathan rebuked King David for his sin (2 Samuel 12. 1-10)
God spoke to Amos of “a famine of hearing the words of the
Lord” (Amos 8.11)

“The Birth of Jesus” Bible Quiz

Name the angel who foretold Jesus’ birth

Who was the Mother of Jesus?

In which town was Jesus born?

What was Jesus’ first cradle?

Who were Jesus’ first visitors?

What is the meaning of the name Jesus?

How were the wise men from the East guided to Jesus?
What gifts did they present to Jesus?

Who sought to kill the child Jesus?

Where did Jesus and his Mother and Joseph find refuge?

Answers in the next magazine
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Hayden Barrett, Blanche Beattie, Alison Cowe,
David Cowe, Norman Davidson, Mandy Davis,
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Robertson (01358 724031) and the Director of Music is Alison Stephen (01358 789613).
The Child Protection Officer is Sue Barrett (01358 789703)
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(01358 720366) from Tuesday to Friday from 10-0am to 3-Opm.
Email — parish@stmarystjames.org.uk
Web address: http://www.stmarystjames.org.uk

The magazine is produced “in house” and printed by McKenzie Print in Dyce

Contributions for Saint Mary’s should be given to Mandy and Dick Davis (01358 721197)
E-mail: melric@btinternet.com
Contributions for Saint James should be given to Norma Bowman
E-mail: norma@dbowman.freeserve.co.uk

Deadline for articles for the February magazine: 20" January



